
JUDICATE WEST WELCOMES JUDGE JUDY H. HERSHER  
TO SACRAMENTO NEUTRAL LINE-UP 

 
SACRAMENTO; Jan. 4, 2022 – Judicate West, one of California’s leading providers of private 
dispute resolution services, welcomes retired Sacramento County Superior Court Judge Judy H. 
Hersher to its exclusive roster of neutrals. She is based in the Sacramento office and is 
available for mediations, arbitrations and private judging and Special Master assignments 
statewide.  
 
“With her 37 years of combined experience as a trial lawyer representing both sides and judicial 
officer, Judge Hersher has litigated and tried cases in many facets of the law. She has earned a 
reputation for being intelligent, fair, firm, and thorough, and she has been recognized by 
numerous organizations throughout her career for her success. Her experiences, both on and 
off the bench, carry over into the private sector, and we are excited to welcome a neutral of her 
skill and veneration to the Judicate West team,” said Rosemarie Chiusano Drohan, Executive 
Vice President of Business Development with Judicate West.  
 
With more than 20 years of experience on the Sacramento County Superior Court bench, Judge 
Hersher has presided over hundreds of civil litigation matters, including business and corporate 
disputes, professional and medical malpractice and negligence, elder abuse, Medicare fraud, 
employment, eminent domain, personal injury and property damage, wrongful death, 
environmental, insurance and civil rights. Before being sworn to the bench by then-Gov. Gray 
Davis in 2000, she was a litigation partner with Downey Brand LLP and a member of the firm’s 
Executive Committee.  
 
Judge Hersher has earned numerous awards and accolades for her outstanding career on the 
bench. She received “Judge of the Year” from the American Board of Trial Advocates, 
Sacramento Region in 2017; the Capital City Trial Lawyers Association in 2015; and the 
Sacramento County Bar Association in 2012. She has also received the Women Lawyers of 
Sacramento’s “Frances Newell Carr Achievement Award” in 2003; the Unity Bar Community 
Service Award in 2011; the Sacramento County Humanitarian Award in 2000; and the Bayard 
Rustin Award for promotion of equality and civil rights in 1995.   
 
Judge Hersher is a frequent instructor and lecturer on civil law and trial issues, and she has 
served on the committee that drafts and revises Civil Jury Instruction for the state of California 
for nine years. She has co-authored the California Civil Jury Instruction Handbook for Thomson 
Reuters between 2014-2018 and has published numerous articles on civil litigation. She 
received her J.D. from the University of California, Davis (1984), her M.A. from Georgetown 
University (1975) and her B.A., magna cum laude, from the State University of New York, 
Albany (1972).  
 
About Judicate West 
Judicate West is one of California’s leading providers of private dispute resolution services with 
a distinguished roster of proven neutrals, including retired state and federal court judges plus 
full-time attorney mediators and arbitrators from a wide variety of practice areas. Founded in 
1993, the firm prides itself on maintaining the utmost integrity in delivering innovative solutions 
to all types of civil disputes. The firm’s successful formula involves top-tier neutrals, a great 
company culture and an experienced team of ADR professionals dedicated to delivering gold 
standard service in alternative dispute resolution (ADR). Judicate West has offices in Santa 
Ana, Los Angeles, Sacramento, San Diego and San Francisco.  
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